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Background 
CG MSFD met online on 17 February and 19 April 2021 to prepare exchange in GEAR on MSFD 
implementation issues. This document provides information on progress in preparing the discussions for 
GEAR 24. 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to   

Articles 8, 9 and 10 MSFD: 

− Exchange information and views on the preparation of the next reporting round under updates of 
Art. 8, 9 and 10 MSFD and linkages with HOLAS III and identify next steps. 

Articles 13 and 14 MSFD: 

− Exchange information on the various aspects of the update of MSFD programmes of measures and 
opportunities for regional coordination. 

− Take note of the progess on preparing the Joint Documentation on coordination of programmes of 
measures. 
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CG MSFD Progress report 
CG MSFD met online on 17 February and 19 April 2021 to prepare exchange in GEAR on the regional 
coordination of MSFD implementation. CG MSFD prepared the following topics under agenda item 3 of GEAR 
24: 

1. Next Art. 8 MSFD reporting 

Following-on from the last reporting round in 2018, it is the aim of EU Member States to use the assessments 
undertaken in HELCOM for HOLAS III in their national reporting to the EU on Art. 8 MSFD in 2024. Synergies 
between HELCOM assessments and their use for MSFD purposes are mainly addressed through regular 
HELCOM work strands on indicators and assessment tools. Their development process has been set up to 
take account MSFD needs. CG MSFD considered practical reporting issues outside of HELCOM regular work 
streams. These concern  

− approaches to facilitate practical linking regional assessments with national MSFD reporting. Core of the 
discussion are the differences in scales of ecologically relevant assessment units and marine reporting 
units used in national EU MSFD reporting. CG MSFD has undertaken a theoretic scoping exercise for 
possible approaches to linking up with HELCOM assessments. The related information is reported in 
GEAR 24-2021 document 3-3 as a basis for further discussion at GEAR 24.  

− ways of optimising the role of regional assessments in national EU reporting, their feasibility and their 
implications for HELCOM resources, infrastructure and work flow. This topic relates for example to 
proposals of the EU Commission that regional assessors could complete EU assessment sheets while 
undertaking the assessments. The proposal goes hand in hand with EU Commission suggestion that 
Member States complete first the reporting sheets and, based on these, then prepare text reports. These 
proposals might have considerable implications for HELCOM work flow if they were to be followed and 
raise many detailed questions. To date there is no specific information or proposal available that would 
allow analysing feasibility and implications. In the absence of concrete EU-level proposals on Art. 8 MSFD 
reporting, CG MSFD was not able make progress on this topic in preparation for GEAR.  

Further discussion on both topics depend now on progress and clarifications at EU level (WG DIKE). To date 
these topics have been brought to HELCOM and OSPAR for discussion. It is important that these issues are 
being fully thought through, specified and discussed at WG DIKE, seeking an EU-wide approach. Given 
established work flows and timetables for HOLAS III, the scope for adapting to EU-reporting arrangements is 
shrinking by the day. 

2. Programmes of measures 

a. Exchange on programmes of measures 

CG MSFD continued to facilitate exchange information to aid discussion at GEAR on  

− additional national measures planned in the updating of MSFD pogrammes of measures 

− planned exceptions under Art. 14 and opportunities for regional coordination 

− transboundary impacts of national measures and scope for bi- and multilateral coordination of measure 
implementation 

On the transboundary strategic environmental assessment of national programmes of measures, HELCOM 
EU Member States plan to follow the same procedure as in the last reporting roung, i.e. information and 
notification under the ESPOO Convention. 
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b. Joint Documentation on the coordination of MSFD measures 

CG MSFD postponed parts of the planned work, e.g. review of what happened to the possible actions of the 
Joint Documentation 2016, harvesting information from SOM analysis (initial test cases available in doc 3-2 
to this meeting) , review of measures in the new BSAP etc. to the autumn of 2021 to better align the work 
with BSAP update. It is planned to start drafting generic text in summer/early autumn 2021 and to report to 
GEAR 25 a first draft oft he Joint documentation. If necessary, the Joint Documentation could be finally 
endorsed through GEAR early in 2022 in a written procedure. 
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